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Gordon Gore Photo 

Snakes Alive! Elise Huffman visited the BIG Little Science Centre on Saturday May 21, and fascinated 
young and old with a talk and hands-on demonstration regarding habitat and lifestyles of a variety of snakes and 
other related critters. The serpent in the photo is Sebastian, a corn snake.  
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This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  

Mailing Address Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 
Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 

Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 
Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 

Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   
Home phone  778 472 2014               E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 

 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> . 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults (16 to 59)  $6     Seniors (60 plus) $4      Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3        Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
Drop-in Visit Information 

 

What is a Drop-in Visit?    
 
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The 
rooms have approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or 
show running Saturdays! 
 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
 
For safety purposes we require children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of 
supervising adults: 
 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 
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Saturday May 21 at the BIG Little Science Centre 

 

 
 
     Elise Huffman with 'Alice', a ball python                        Elise with 'Cornelius', a corn snake 

 

 
 

Female Crested Gecko  'Peanut' 
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Leopard Gecko 'Lilith' and a Close-up of 'Peanut' 
 

Hands-on Room 'Candids' 
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Why Not Volunteer at the BIG Little Science Centre? 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre relies heavily on its volunteers. There are only two full-time 
paid staff, and some busy days there is enough work to do for possibly 5-6 people! The science 
centre has a hands-on room that is the size of a gymnasium, plus four classrooms set up for 
special demonstrations and hands-on laboratory activities.  
 

Volunteers can help in many ways: 
 

! Assisting visitors with the many displays in the hands-on rooms. Older children and 
adults can read the signs, but younger visitors may need help to use the equipment as it 
was intended. 

 
! Knowledgeable volunteers can actually help to present our shows. Retired science 

teachers can have a lot of fun doing science shows (and there is no marking to do when 
you go home!)  

 
! Young students considering a teaching career or a career that involves people skills can 

gain valuable experience in working with young people.  
 

! You may wish to help behind the scenes with preparation of materials, or with repairs of 
damaged displays.  

 
! You may wish to create new displays for the hands-on room or for our many 

demonstrations. 
 

! You may wish to help with marketing major events at the science centre. 
 

! On paper, we have a 'gift shop', but no one to attend to sales of the interesting science 
toys, books and calendars that are available. Saturdays and in the summer, someone with 
entrepreneurial skills might tend to the 'gift shop' on a regular basis.  

 
! A volunteer coordinator could make sure there are ample volunteers to help on those 

extra busy days. 
 

 
BIG Little Science Centre Wish List 

Lego Mindstorms parts 
Plastic film canisters 

 A 12-15,000 square foot building 
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Ideas for Hands-on Electricity: These activities can be requested at the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 

1.  Make a Simple Electric Generator 
 

                
 

 
 

Figure 1 
What to Do 
 
1. Connect one end of the coil of wire to one terminal on the meter, and the other end of the coil of wire to the 

other terminal of the meter. See Figure 1. 
 
2. Insert the North (N) of a bar magnet inside the coil. Now remove it. Try the following experiments: 
 (a)  Is there any current when the bar magnet is sitting still inside the coil? 
 (b)  Is there any current while you insert the magnet in the coil? 
 (c)  Is there any current when you remove the magnet from the coil? 
 (d)  Is the current direction the same when you insert the magnet as when you remove it? 
 (e)  What happens if you turn the magnet around and insert the South (S) end instead of the North end? 
 (f)  What happens if you do everything faster? 
 (g)  What happens if you insert two bar magnets at once? Does it matter how you arrange the  

 two magnets? (North ends together, South ends together, or North and South ends together?) 
 
Questions 
 
1.  You have made a simple electric generator. What are at least three ways you can get more current from the 

generator? 
2.  A battery changes chemical energy into electrical energy. What kind of energy does the generator change 

into electrical energy? 
 
The electricity used in most homes is produced by generators. In your community, what is the source of energy 
to run the generator? (Is it running water, wind, solar energy, burning fuel, or atomic energy?)  

What You Need 
1  cardboard tube, about 15 cm long 
6    metres of insulated copper wire 
2  freshly magnetized bar magnets 
1  sensitive current meter (galvanometer) 
1  toy motor 
2  connecting wires with alligator clips 
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2. Make a Better Generator 
 

   
 
                                      Figure 1               Figure 2              
 

 
 

Figure 3 
What to Do 
 
1. Connect a small, toy motor to the sensitive current meter. See Figure 1 and Figure 2. The motor has a 

magnet inside. It also has a coil, attached to the shaft. The coil turns when the shaft turns.  The magnet does 
not move.  

2. Try turning the shaft of the motor with your hand. See Figure 3. Does it matter in which direction you turn 
the shaft?  

3. Does it matter how fast you turn the shaft? 
 
 
 

Can you think of a way to turn the motor into a real generator that you don’t have to turn by hand? Can you use 
wind or running water to operate your generator? Why not try to make your own generator that is run by wind 
or running water, and use it to light a miniature light bulb or run a toy motor?  
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Teacher-Directed Activities for Primary Children* 
A Simple Way to Form Images Using a Pinhole  

 

   
 

 
 

Use a pin board tack to make a small hole in the bottom of an aluminum pie plate.  
Fold a piece of heavy stock white paper to form a screen, as in the photograph.  
Shine a bright LED flashlight at the pie plate so that light passes through the pinhole and forms 
an image on the screen.  
Try using different distances between source and pinhole, and pinhole and screen.  
Use water-soluble overhead projector pen to colour one side of the LED light. Use this to 
determine if the image is right side up or inverted, and whether it is laterally reversed.  
 
*These activities can be requested at the BIG Little Science Centre. 
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Challenge! Make a Very Big Pinhole Camera! 
 

 
 
If you can obtain some very large boxes, like the ones large appliances are packed in, you can 
build a pinhole camera big enough to walk (or crawl) into. Your camera will have two ‘rooms’ 
in it. The first ‘room’ will have the pinhole on one wall, and a large wax paper or plain white 
paper screen for the other wall. The second ‘room’ is the one in which you stand or sit. It should 
have a lightproof door on it, so that you can sit in the dark and see the image better. Aim your 
‘camera’ at a playing field, and watch the action on the field on your screen! 
 
 Summer science camp students at the BIG Little Science Centre made the ‘camera’ in 
the above photograph. On the front of the box, there is a pinhole poked in an aluminum foil 
‘window’. For a screen, make a large cardboard frame with wax paper in the middle. You can 
hold the frame in your hand to see the image formed by the light coming through the pinhole. 
(If you wish, you can make a permanent screen for your ‘camera’, and tape it in place inside the 
box.) 
 You have to crawl inside the box, close the end so that it is very dark, and look at the 
image of a bright object. You can aim the box (camera) out a window or a door and see what 
the image of the landscape looks like. Will the image be right side up or inverted? Will it be in 
colour or black and white? Will it be large or small? What will happen if you make an extra 
pinhole in the foil? 
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A Rainbow on Your Lawn? 
 

 
 
If you have ever looked at a 'real' rainbow carefully, you probably have noticed these conditions prevailed: 

• The sun was behind you. 
• There were rain clouds in the sky in front of you. 
• The rainbow forms an arc of a circle. 
• In the primary bow (the brightest one), red is at the top and violet at the bottom. 
• In the secondary bow, if it is visible, the colours are in reverse order. 
 

You can make your own 'rainbow' using a hose with the nozzle set to 'spray' water in front of you. Stand with 
the sun behind you and spray water in front of you. The 'spray' in the photograph is from a sprinkler on a golf 
course.  
 

 
A primary rainbow photographed with a wide-angle lens from my apartment deck. 


